AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Complete Listing of the Claims 

1. (Cancelled) A baton carr ie r adapt e d to ho l d an e xpandabl e baton in both 
e xt e nded and retracted posit i ons, th e baton carr ie r compri si ng: a baton ho l der 
having a substant i ally cy li ndrical i nt e r i or wa ll d e fin i ng an i nt e rior chamb e r; and an 
attachm e nt assembly rotatab l y coup l ed to th e baton hold e r, and ad a pt e d to 
r e movab l y attach th e baton carri e r to a b e lt . 

2. (Cancelled) The baton carri e r of c l a i m 1 furth e r comprising a dot e nt mechanism 
i nt e rpos e d b e tween th e attachment ass e mbly and th e baton holder . 

3. (Currently Amended) The baton carr ie r of c l aim 2, whoroin th e det e nt 
mechan i sm comprisoQ A baton carrier adapted to hold a baton, the baton carrier 
comprising: a baton holder having an at least partially cylindrical interior wall 
defining an interior chamber and a back wall: an attachment assembly rotatably 
coupled to the baton holder, and adapted to removably attach the baton carrier to 
a belt, a detent mechanism interposed between the attachment assembly and the 
baton holder and comprising a recess carrying structure having rad i a l ly arrang e d 
a radial arrangement of a plurality of detent recesses facing a plurality of similar 
radially arranged protuberances on a protuberance structure , such that substantial 
engagement of the recesses with the protuberances defines one of a 
predetermined number of operating positions for the attachment assembly with 
respect to the baton holder and a spring mechanism associated with the detent 
mechanism for urging the protuberances toward the detent recesses releasablv to 
lock the baton holder in one position on the baton carrier while permitting relative 
movement between the recess carrying structure and the protuberance structure 
from one releasablv locked position to another releasblv locked position . 

4. (Currently Amended) The baton carrier of claim 3, wherein the radially arranged 
plurality of detent recesses is integrally formed in a back cover assembly which 
defines said recess carrying structure and which is attached to the baton holder, 
and wherein the back cover assembly includes an opening therethrough, the 
opening centrally disposed within the radially arranged plurality of detent recesses. 



5. (Currently Amended) The baton carrier of claim 4t 3^ wherein the plurality of 
protuberances is integrally formed in the attachment assembly which defines said 
protuberance structure , and wherein the attachment assembly includes a post 
centrally disposed within the radially arranged plurality of protuberances, such that 
the opening in the back cover assembly accommodates the post in the attachment 
assembly to bring the d e t e nts detent recesses and protuberances into facing 
engagement. 

6. (Currently Amended) The baton carrier of claim 5. furth e r i nc l ud i ng wherein said 
spring mechanism includes, at least in part, a spring washer having a central 
opening through which the post extends, the spring washer in contact with the 
back cover assembly. 

7. (Currently Amended) The baton carrier of claim 6, further comprising a fastener 
having an opening therethrough, with a plurality of engagement tabs 
circumferentially disposed about, and extending into, said opening, the fastener 
applied to the post and in contact with the spring washer, fixing the attachment 
assembly and back cover assembly in rotational engagement, such that the spring 
washer provides a bias that tends to maintain the facing engagement of the 
d e t e nts detent recesses and protuberances. 

8. (Original) The baton carrier of claim 4, wherein the back cover assembly 
attaches to the baton holder, at least in part, through a tab and slot mechanism, 
with the tab integrally formed in the back cover assembly and the slot integrally 
formed in the baton holder. 

9. (Currently Amended) The baton carrier of claim 87 4^ wherein the back cover 
assembly attaches to a r e ctangu l ar e xt e ns i on port i on said back wall of the baton 
holde r, integrally formed thoroin . 

10. (Original) The baton carrier of claim 4j 3^ wherein each of the plurality of 
detent recesses is substantially trapezoidal in cross-section, sides defining entry 
angles between 25 and 45 degrees. 



1 1 . (Original) The baton carrier of claim 4j 3^ wherein the entry angles are 35 
degrees. 

12. (Currently Amended) The baton carrier of claim 87 3^ wherein the substant i a ll y 
oy li ndrica l int e rior back wall i nc l ud e s has an elongated opening therein, the 
opening being approximately centrally disposed within the rectangular oxtonsion 
port i on back wall of the baton holder. 

13. (Original) The baton carrier of claim 12, further comprising a baton securing 
element extending into the elongated opening. 

14. (Currently Amended) The baton carrier of claim 42, 13^ wherein the baton 
securing element is a spring member having a portion thereof extending from said 
baton carrier into said elongated opening, with at least a part of the spring member 
being retained in position between the a back cover assembly for the baton holder 
and the r e ctangu l ar oxtons i on portion back wall of the baton holder, position 
between th e back cover ass e mb l y r e ctangular ext e ns i on portion of th e baton 
ho l d e r 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The A baton carrier of cla i m 1 , adapted to hold a baton, 
the baton carrier comprising: a baton holder having an at least partiallv cylindrical 
interior wall defining an interior chamber: and an attachment assembly rotatablv 
coupled to the baton holder, adapted to removably attach the baton carrier to a belt 
and including whoro i n th e attachment assemb l y inc l ud e s a loop portion having an 
outer periphery and through which a belt passes, the loop portion having an insert 
that is adjustable in position to accommodate different belt widths and a structure 
and mechanism within the outer periphery of said loop portion for releasablv 
locking said insert in place without any of said structure and mechanism extending 
beyond the outer periphery of said loop portion . 

1 6. (Currently Amended) Th e baton carri e r of c l a i m 15, wh e r ei n A baton carrier 

adapted to hold an expandable baton in both extended and retracted positions, the 
baton carrier comprising: a baton holder having an at least partially cylindrical 
interior wall defining an interior chamber; and an attachment assembly rotatablv 



coupled to the baton holder, adapted to removably attach the baton carrier to a belt 
and including a loop portion through which a belt passes, the loop portion having 
an insert that is adiustable in position to accommodate different belt widths and 
having th e l oop port i on i nc l ud e s at least one elongated slot, and wherein at least 
one screw extends through the slot and into the insert, such that the insert is fixed 
in position when the screw is tightened, and the insert is movable when the screw 
is loosened. 

1 7. (Original) The baton carrier of claim 1 6, wherein the insert includes an inner 
surface, proximate the belt, and the inner surface includes a substantially arcuate 
region adapted to engage an interior portion of the belt. 

18. (Currently Amended) The baton carrier of claim 3 wherein the radially arranged 
plurality of detent recesses is integrally formed in a fairing defining said recess 
carrying structure , the fairing integrally formed in and extending outwardly from the 
baton holder, and wherein the fairing includes an opening therethrough, the 
opening centrally disposed within the radially arranged plurality of detent recesses. 

19. (Currently Amended) The baton carrier of claim 18, wherein the plurality of 
protuberances is integrally formed in the attachment assembly which defines said 
protuberance structure and wherein the attachment assembly includes a post 
centrally disposed within the radially arranged plurality of protuberances, such that 
the opening in the fairing accommodates the post in the attachment assembly to 
bring the protuberances and detent recesses into facing engagement 

20. (Currently Amended) The baton carrier of claim 19, further including a spring 
washer having a central opening through which the post extends, the spring 
washer being in contact with an interior wall of the fairing and forming at least part 
of said spring mechanism . 

21 . (Original) The baton carrier of claim 20, further comprising a fastener having 
an opening therethrough, with a plurality of engagement tabs circumferentially 
disposed about, and extending into, said opening, the fastener applied to the post 
and in contact with the spring washer, fixing the attachment assembly and baton 



holder in rotational engagement, such that the spring washer provides a bias that 
tends to maintain the facing engagement of the d e tents detent recesses and 
protuberances. 

22. (Original) The baton carrier of claim 21 , wherein the attachment assembly 
includes a loop portion through which a belt passes, the loop portion adapted to 
accept one of a plurality of inserts of varying sizes to accommodate different belt 
widths. 

23. (Original) The baton carrier of claim 23, wherein a selected one of the plurality 
of inserts is removably secured in position by a mating tab and slot arrangement. 

24. (Original) The baton carrier of claim 23, wherein at least one slot is provided in 
the loop portion of the attachment assembly, and the selected insert includes at 
least one tab, generally triangular in configuration, extending outwardly therefrom. 

25. (Original) The baton carrier of claim 24, wherein the generally triangular tab 
makes an acute angle within outer surface of the insert at a first departure end, 
and makes a right angle with an outer surface of the insert at a second departure 
end. 

26. (Original) The baton carrier of claim 25, wherein the insert includes an inner 
surface, proximate the belt, and the inner surface includes a substantially arcuate 
region adapted to engage an interior portion of the belt. 

27. (Original) The baton carrier of claim 26, wherein the first departure end of the 
tab is distal from the inner surface of the insert, while the second departure end is 
proximate the inner surface, such that the insert is moved away from the belt, 
within the loop portion, to engage in insert and secure the insert in position. 

28. (Currently Amended) A baton carrier adapted to hold an oxpandoblo a baton 
i n both ext e nd e d and retract e d pos i tions , the baton carrier comprising: 

a baton holder having a substant i ally an at least partially cvlindrical interior wall 
defining an interior chamber; 



an attachment assembly rotatably coupled to the baton holder, and adapted to 

removably attach the baton carrier to a belt; 

a back cover assembly for said baton holder: and 

a detent mechanism interposed between the attachment assembly and said back 
cover assembly of the baton holder, wherein th e d e t e nt m e chanism compr i ses said 
back cover having a radial arrangement of a radial l y arranged plurality of detent 
recesses facing a plurality of similar radially arranged protuberances on said 
attachment assembly , such that substantial engagement of the detent recesses 
with the protuberances defines one of a predetermined number of operating 
positions for the attachment assembly with respect to the baton holder and a 
spring arranged to bear against one of said back cover assembly or said 
attachment assembly for urging said protuberances toward said detent recesses 
releasablv to lock the baton holder in one position on the baton carrier while 
permitting relative movement between said back cover assembly and said 
attachment assembly from one releasablv locked position to another releasablv 
locked position . 

29. (Currently Amended) The baton carrier of claim 28, wherein th e rad i a l ly 
arranged plura li ty of d e tent r e cess e s i s i ntegrally formed i n a back cov e r ass e mb l y 
attached to the baton ho l d e r, and wh e r ei n the back cover assembly includes an 
opening therethrough, the opening centrally disposed within the radially arranged 
plurality of detent recesses. 

30. (Currently Amended) The baton carrier of claim 29, wh e r ei n th e plurality of 
protub e ranc e s is int e gra ll y form e d in th e attachment ass e mbly, and wherein the 
attachment assembly includes a post centrally disposed within the radially 
arranged plurality of protuberances, such that the opening in the back cover 
assembly accommodates the post in the attachment assembly to bring the d e t e nts 
detent recesses and protuberances into facing engagement. 

31 . (Currently Amended) The baton carrier of claim 30, further i nc l ud i ng a wherein 
said spring includes a spring washer having a central opening through which the 
post extends, the spring washer being in contact with the back cover assembly. 



32. (Currently Amended) The baton carrier of claim 31 , further comprising a 
fastener having an opening therethrough, with a plurality of engagement tabs 
circumferentially disposed about, and extending into, said opening, the fastener 
applied to the post and in contact with the spring washer, fixing the attachment 
assembly and back cover assembly in rotational engagement, such that the spring 
washer provides a bias that tends to maintain the facing engagement of the 
det e nts detent recesses and protuberances. 

33. (Original) The baton carrier of claim 29, wherein the back cover assembly 
attaches to the baton holder, at least in part, through a tab and slot mechanism, 
with the tab integrally formed in the back cover assembly and the slot integrally 
formed in the baton holder. 

34. (Currently Amended) The baton carrier of claim 28, wherein the radially 
arranged plurality of detent recesses is integrally formed in a fairing, the fairing 
integrally formed in and extending outwardly from the baton holder, and wherein 
the fairing includes an opening therethrough, the opening centrally disposed 
arranged plurality of detent recesses. 

35. (Currently Amended) The baton carrier of claim 34, whoroin tho plura li ty of 
protub e rances is int e gral l y form e d i n th e attachm e nt assomb l y, and wherein the 
attachment assembly includes a post centrally disposed within the radially 
arranged plurality of protuberances, such that the opening in the fairing 
accommodates the post in the attachment assembly to bring the d e t e nts detent 
recesses and protuberances into facing engagement. 

37 36^ (Currently Amended) The baton carrier of claim 3© 35^ further comprising a 
fastener having an opening therethrough, with a plurality of engagement tabs 
circumferentially disposed about, and extending into, said opening, the fastener 
applied to the post and in contact with the spring washer, fixing the attachment 
assembly and baton holder in rotational engagement, such that the spring washer 
provides a bias that tends to maintain the facing engagement of the detents and 
protuberances. 



3St 37. (Currently Amended) The baton carrier of claim 37t 36^ wherein the 
attachment assembly includes a loop portion through which a belt passes, the loop 
portion adapted to accept one of a plurality of inserts of varying sizes to 
accommodate different belt widths. 

39. (Cancelled) A baton carr ie r adapt e d to ho l d an e xpandable baton i n both 
e xt e nded and retract e d pos i tions, th e baton carri e r compris i ng: 

a baton hold e r hav i ng a substantial l y cy l indr i ca l int e rior wal l defin i ng an int e r i or 
chamb e r; 

an attachm e nt ass e mb l y rotatab l y coup le d to the baton holder, and adapt e d to 
removab l y attach th e baton carr ie r to a b el t; and 

a d e t e nt m e chanism int e rpos e d b e tw ee n the attachm e nt ass e mb l y and th e baton 
ho l d e r, the d e t e nt m e chan i sm inc l ud i ng; 

a rad i a l ly arranged p l urality of d e t e nt r e c e ss e s fac i ng a plura li ty of 

s i m il ar rad i al l y arrang e d protub e ranc e s, such that substant i a l ongagomont of tho 
r e c e sses w i th tho protuborancos defin e s one of a pr e d e t e rm i n e d numb e r of 
op e rat i ng posit i ons for the attachm e nt ass e mb l y w i th r e spect to th e baton hold e r; 

wh e r e in th e rad i a ll y arrang e d plural i ty of d e t e nt recess e s i s i nt e gral l y 

form e d in a back cov e r ass e mb l y attached to tho baton holder, and wher e in the 
back cover assembly includes an op e n i ng th e r e through, the op e n i ng c e ntra ll y 
d i sposed w i thin the radia ll y arranged p l ural i ty of detent rec e ss e s; and 

wher e in th e plura l ity of protub e ranc e s i s int e gra ll y form e d in th e 

attachm e nt ass e mb l y, and whoro i n th e attachm e nt assemb l y, and wh e r e in tho 
a ttachm e nt assemb l y i nc l ud e s a post centra l ly d i spos e d with i n tho radially 
arrang e d p l ura li ty of protub e ranc e s, such that tho op e n i ng i n tho back covor 
ass e mb l y accommodates tho post in th e attachment assemb l y to bring th e d e tents 
and protub e rances i nto facing e ngag e m e nt . 

40. (Cancelled) The baton carr i er of c l a i m 39, further compris i ng: 

a spr i ng washor having a c e ntra l op e ning through wh i ch th e post e xtends, th e 
spring washer in contact with tho back covor assemb l y; and 
a fast e n e r hav i ng an op e n i ng th e r e through, with a p l ura li ty of e ngag e m e nt tabs 
c i rcumforent i al l y d i spos e d about, and e xt e nd i ng i nto, said op e n i ng, the fast e n e r 
app l ied to tho post and in contact with th e spr i ng washor, fix i ng the attachm e nt 



ass e mbly and back cov e r assemb l y i n rotationa l ongagom e nt, such that tho spring 
wash e r prov i des a b i as that tonds to ma i ntain th e fac i ng ongagomont of tho 
det e nts and protuberanc e s , 

41. (Cancelled) The baton carri e r of c l a i m 39, wh e r e in th e back cov e r ass e mbly 
attach e s to the baton hold e r, at le ast i n part, through a tab and s l ot mechan i sm, 
w i th tho tab i ntegra l ly formed in tho back cov e r ass e mb l y and th e s l ot i ntegra l ly 
form e d i n the baton ho l der . 

42. (Cancelled) Th e baton carri e r of c l a i m 4 1 , wh e r e in th e back cov e r ass e mbly 
attach e s to a r e ctangular e xtension port i on of the baton ho l d e r, i nt e gra l ly form e d 
th e r ei n . 

43. (Non-elected and Cancelled) A baton carr i er adapt e d to hold an e xpandable 
baton i n both e xt e nded and r e tract e d pos i t i ons, th e baton carr ie r comprising: 

a baton ho l d e r having a substantial l y cy li ndrical i nt e r i or wal l defining an i nter i or 
chamber; 

an attachm e nt ass e mb l y rotatab l y coupled to th e baton ho l der, and adapt e d to 
r e movab l y attach th e baton carri e r to a b el t; and 

a detent m e chan i sm i nterpos e d b e tw ee n th e attachm e nt ass e mb l y and th e baton 
hold e r, th e d e tent mechan i sm i nc l ud i ng: 

a radia ll y arranged plura li ty of detent rocossos facing a p l ural i ty of s i m il ar radia l ly 
arrang e d protub e ranc e s, such that substant i a l engag e ment of tho recesses w i th 
th e protub e ranc e s dofinos on e of a predetermin e d numb e r of operating pos i tions 
for th e attachm e nt assemb l y w i th resp e ct to th e baton ho l der; 
wh e r ei n the rad i al l y arranged p l ura l ity of d e t e nt r e cess e s i s int e gra ll y formed i n a 
fa i r i ng, th e fair i ng i ntegra ll y formed i n and e xt e nding outwardly from th e baton 
ho l d e r, and wh e r ei n th e fa i r i ng inc l udes an op e ning th e r e through, tho op e ning 
c e ntra ll y d i spos e d w i th i n th e radia ll y arranged p l urality of d e t e nt r e c e ss e s; and 
wheroin th e p l ura l ity of protuberances is i ntegra l ly formed in tho attachment 
ass e mbly, and wh e rein tho attachm e nt ass e mb l y i nc l udes a post centra ll y 
d i spos e d w i th i n th e rad i al l y arrang e d plura li ty of protuberanc e s, such that the 
op e n i ng in tho fairing accommodates the post i n tho attachment assembly to bring 
th e d e t e nts and protuberancos i nto facing e ngagement. 



44. (Non-elected and Cancelled) The baton carr ie r of cla i m 43, furth e r comprising: 
a spring washor hav i ng a c e ntral op e n i ng through wh i ch th e post e xt e nds, the 
spr i ng wash e r in contact w i th an I nt e rior wa ll of th e fa i ring; and 

a fast e ner having an open i ng therethrough, w i th a p l ura li ty of e ngag e m e nt tabs 
c i rcumf e r e nt i al l y d i spos e d about, and e xt e nd i ng i nto, said op e n i ng, th e fastonor 
app lie d to th e post and in contact with the spring washer, fixing tho attachment 
assemb l y and baton hold e r in rotational e ngagomont, such that th e spring washer 
prov i d e s a b i as that tends to ma i nta i n th e facing e ngag e m e nt of th e d e tents and 
protub e ranc e s. 

45. (Non-elected and Cancelled) The baton carrier of claim A3, wh e r ei n the 
attachment ass e mb l y i nc l ud e s a l oop port i on through wh i ch a b e lt pass e s, th e l oop 
port i on adapt e d to acc e pt on e of a p l ura l ity of i ns e rts of vary i ng s i z e s to 
accommodat e differ e nt b el t widths . 

46. (Non-elected and cancelled) Tho baton carrier of c l a i m A5, whoroin a so l octod 
on e of th e p l ura li ty of ins e rts i s r e movably secured i n pos i t i on by a mating tab and 
s l ot arrang e ment. 

47. (New) The baton carrier of claim 3 including a spring member mounted at one 
end to or connected at one end to said baton carrier and having at least a portion 
thereof which extends through an opening in said at least partially cylindrical wall 
of said baton carrier into said interior chamber for engaging and holding in place a 
baton received in said interior chamber. 

48. (New) The baton carrier of claim 3 wherein said spring mechanism includes at 
least one spring washer which bears against said recess carrying structure. 

49. (New) The baton carrier of claim 3 including a back cover for said baton 
holder, said back cover defining said recess carrying structure and having an 
opening there-through, said detent recesses being radially arranged around said 
opening, said attachment assembly defining said protuberance structure and 
including a post which extends through said opening and said spring mechanism. 



includes at least one spring-wave washer located between said baton holder and 
said back cover and received over said post. 

50. (New) A baton carrier adapted to hold a baton, said baton carrier comprising: 
a baton holder having an at least partially cylindrical interior wall defining an 
interior chamber and a back wall; an attachment assembly coupled to said back 
wall of said baton holder and adapted to removably attach said baton carrier to a 
belt and including a loop portion through which a belt passes, and a spring 
member extending in cantilever fashion from said baton carrier and having at least 
a portion thereof extending through an opening in said back wall of said baton 
holder and into said interior chamber. 

51 . (New) The baton carrier of claim 50 wherein said opening therein, said 
elongate opening is elongate and is approximately centrally disposed within said 
back wall of said baton holder and at least a portion of said spring member 
extends through said elongate opening for engaging and releasably securing a 
baton in said interior chamber. 

52. (New) The baton carrier of claim 50 wherein said portion of said spring 
member which extends into said interior chamber is arranged and positioned to 
engage and releasably hold in place, a baton received in said interior chamber. 

53. (New) The baton carrier of claim 50 wherein said spring member is a bent 
spring that is fixed at one end to said baton carrier and which extends through said 
opening in said back wall of said baton holder into said interior chamber for 
engaging and releasably securing a baton received in said interior chamber of said 
baton holder. 

54. (New) The baton carrier of claim 53 wherein a central offset portion of said 
bent spring extends through said opening in said back wall for releasably securing 
a baton in said interior chamber. 



